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MINNEHAHA
() ACADEMY

August3, 2017
Dear Minnehaha Communtty,

Yesterday was a day that will be forever seared in my memory as Minnenana Academy, your
School, experienced a devastating explosion that caused a range of injuries and took the
Iives of two of our beloved community members. We have felt the power of your prayers as
we mourn together, recognizing that God will be our comfort, strength, and guide in the days,
weeks, and months to come.

I'am certain that you have many questions; the purpose of this letter is o provide information
to as many questions as we can answer this soon after our loss.

We have convened a team of crisis counselors who will be on site at the Lower/Middie School
tomorrow at 100 pm. o 2:00 p.m. to provide counseling for those who directly experienced
the explosion yesterday. On Monday, crisis counselors will e avalable all day (900 am to
12:00 pm.) to provide indvidual counseling and will continue to do so for the remainder of the
week as needed.

Many agencies are involved in the assessment of the Upper Scho buiding to detemnine ts
structural soundness. We don't know how long this assessment will take, but we are actively
considering viable solutions o ensure we are able to provide academic programming for our
Upper School students. However, Lower and Middle School orientation days and the
start day will not change. The Upper School willikely start Tuesday, September 5, as we
need more time to effectively plan the school year We will keep you updated as details are
solidified.In addition, the school calendar may be adjusted to make up for lost school days,
butwe will keep you apprised.

‘There will be no change to the Upper School athletic schedule, 5o fall sports will begin
Monday, August 14. Josh Thurow and/or coaches will provide specific details 1o student-
athletes.

We have been overwhelmed by your support, and your offers of help. Please know thatwe
will reach out o you when those opportunities are clear. My prayer is that we willlock hands
‘and hearts and do the hard work of rebuilding together. We have been and wil coninue o be:
strong because we are in this together. Please continue to pray for God's discernmentas we.
navigate these unchartered waters.

Blessings and peace,

Donna Hartis, Ed.D

President





 




 

